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The article is devoted to the analysis of a kind of short texts which are called the 
compressed ones. The main features of compressed texts are their conciseness and laconism. 
Furthermore, some kinds of compressed texts can be characterized by expressiveness and they 
are called expressive compressed texts accordingly. Aphorism is one of the kinds of expressive 
compressed texts, which usually consists of one sentence, expressing deep thoughts with the 
highest degree of generalization. It is known that aphorism as a literary work is characterized by 
certain features: the depth of thought that seeks the truth when the author, referring to serious 
problems, tries to convey his views on this issue; aphorism is considered to be a generalization 
that promotes the transfer of the depth and the truth of thought; shortness, which is its essential 
feature: maximum brevity of an aphorism deepens its contents and, in addition, contributes to a 
better memorization; the clarity, accuracy and expressiveness of thought; perfection of thought: 
aphorism should be complete in content and clear without further explanation; artistry: aphorism 
owns not only a wise content, but also is well organized in terms of style and the use of a 
particular vocabulary. An aphorism successfully combines wit, depth of thought and its beauty, 
which is achieved through the use of this idea and its representation. The aim of this article was 
to analyse the principal means of creation of aphorisms and the peculiarities of their functioning 
on the material of contemporary aphoristics. Thus, the main means of creation of aphorisms are 
the use of lexical units with expressive meaning, the choice of which depends on the topic; 
synonyms, reiteration, negative sentences, sentences in a form of definition, ellipsis, inversion, 
imperative mood, parallel constructions, metaphor, simile, personification, antithesis, 
catachresis, climax, contrast. The choice of lexical, grammatical and stylistic means which are 
used in creation of aphorisms as expressive compressed texts mainly depends on the style of the 
author that subsequently becomes the distinctive feature of his works; but at the same time the 
use of certain means can be typical for several authors. Prospects for further research in this area 
can be the analysis and comparison of linguistic means in creation of aphorisms by various 
authors at different times. 
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